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1. Summary 
 
1.1 This report sets out a proposal for officers to undertake a pilot study to assess the practicality of 

commissioning a review of the Mayor’s decisions on strategic planning applications.  

 

 

2. Recommendation 
 
2.1 That the Committee notes this report. 
 
 

3.  Background 
 

3.1  At an informal meeting of the Planning and Housing Committee on 9 February 2011, Members 

discussed a draft list of what will form the basis of the Committee’s work plan for 2011/12. One of 

the items discussed was a review of the Mayor’s decisions on strategic planning applications. This 

would be similar to Committee work produced in 20061.  Members expressed broad support for 

carrying out the review, however there are resource implications of the proposal that need to be 

better understood in terms of the value the project would add to the Committee's ongoing 

monitoring of the Mayor's activities.  

  

3.2  In response to the points raised, officers propose to carry out a short pilot study. This will enable an 

estimate of the resource and funding requirements for the full study and could also identify 

potentials hitches within the data or assessment procedure. These can subsequently be resolved in 

advance of the full study.  This report sets out the details of the proposed pilot study.  

 

 

4.  Issues for Consideration 
 

 Purpose and desired outcomes 
4.1 It is proposed that the Committee carry out a review of the Mayor’s decisions and advice on strategic 

planning applications referred to him over the course of the last three years.  The intention is to 
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check alignment with London Plan policies and proposals; identify any trends in the balancing of 
competing priorities and the level of attention given to different planning issues; and identify any 
issues of inconsistency between and within decisions and advice. 

 
4.2 The pilot study will estimate the resource and funding requirements for the full study (eg, by 

assessing how much time is needed to review each application). It will also identify and assess the 
procedure and data in advance of the full study and find potential solutions for any problems arising. 

 
Specifics of the pilot  

4.3   The pilot will: 

 Run for a short time frame and assess only a small number of applications (five to eight) to 
remain practical and viable; 

 Choose from strategic planning applications referred to the Mayor since May 2008 that:  

- reached the Stage 2 consultation; 

- are for residential development as the main land use (over 150 units) , excluding student 
accommodation/HMOs; 

- are outline or full applications including change of use but are NOT applications for scoping 
opinions, to vary conditions, for reserved matters, extension to time limit, renewals of 
permission, LDF documents, informal consultations etc; and 

 Use a sample of applications that will cover the entire range of applications from the full review 
to make the pilot most relevant to the full study (eg each year/ different quarters; both inner 
and outer London; full and outline applications where possible). 

4.4  The pilot will then draw on the full case file including Stage 1 and II PDU reports (and 
supplementary documentation where needed) and make an assessment of: 

 Strategic policy areas as well as individual London Plan policies and supplementary policy 
documents (including drafts) assessed by the Stage 1 report; 

 Concerns raised and possible mitigation measures assessed by the Stage II report; 

 The final conclusions and decision set out by the Mayor’s Stage II report.  

4.5  Officers will then present to Members their findings and options for the full study. This will be 
reported to the Committee at the first meeting in the new Assembly Year.  

 Strategy Implications 

4.6 The power to direct refusal or take over strategic planning decisions is one of the few direct powers 

available to the Mayor.  London boroughs are required to consult the Mayor on applications of 

potential strategic importance, as defined by the Government in the Mayor of London Order 2008.  

In 2010 the Mayor made comments on nearly 450 applications and development plan documents.  

To date he has taken over and decided two applications.  The way the Mayor exercises these powers 

have significant impact on London and the way the London Plan is implemented through control of 

development. 

 

4.7 The proposed pilot review will assess the Mayor’s strategic planning policies as set out in the London 

Plan (the Spatial Development Strategy) as they are applied to the sample applications. 
 

 



        

5. Legal Implications 
 

5.1 The Committee has the power to do what is recommended in the report. 

 
 
6. Financial Implications 
 
6.1 There are no direct financial implications arising from the pilot study described in this report. 
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